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To  the  Montgomery  Borough  Council: 
Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  end  Councillors, 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting  a report  on  the  Public  Health  and  Sanitary  Circum- 
stances of  the  area  during  1959. 

I commenced  duties  as  your  Medical  Officer  in  May , I960,  and  I am,  therefore, 
necessarily  dependant  on  others  for  any  information  which  appears  in  this  report. 

In  these  circumstances  you  will  not  expect  me  to  write  at  length  on  the  conditions 
as  they  existed  ii  1959* 


Nevertheless,  I would  ' refer,  briefly,  to  the  'vesting  of  the  local  Water  under- 
takiig  in  the  newly  formed  Montgomeryshire  Water  Board;  this,  of  course,  deprives  the 
Montgomery  Borough  Council  of  one  of  its  most  important  functions,  bu  this  step  has 
been  taken  as  the  result  of  a direction  by  the  Minister  of  Health,  and,  as  such,  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  it  'will  ultimately  benefit  the  Borough. 

The  statistics  read  favourably  since  there  is  a rising  Birth  Rate  (offset  by  a 
declining  population) , and  1959  appears  to  have  been  a healihyyear;  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  births , a decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  and  remarkably  few  not if icatio 
of  Infectious  Diseases. 

Houses,  as  elsewhere,  are  in  short  supply,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Council 
will  find  it  possible  to  add  to  the  considerable  number  of  houses  they  have  already 

provided.. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Public  Health  Inspector  for  his  assistance  in  the 
preparation  of  the  part  of  this  report  relating  to  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 
Area. 


I remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Elinor  M.  Greville, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  L 

GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  Tig  AREA 


Avrea  of  the  District  - 3390  acres 

Estimated  Mid-Year  Population  - 880 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  - 317  (according  to  Rate  Books) 

Rateable  Value  - £5 ,950 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  - £23 • 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  following  are  the  principal  vital  statistics  for  1959  with  the  comparable  figure 
for  1959  (whereever  obtainable) 


*■  1 

1953 

195a 

Estimated  Population 

iisr 

~S7o 

Comparability,  factor  (a)  Births 

1.10 

- 

(b)  Deaths 

0*83 

- 

Births  (Total  live  and  still) 

20 

16 

Births  - live 

2G 

16 

- still 

Nil 

Nil 

Illegitimate 

4 

- 

Crude  Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

22.73 

18.39 

Birth  rate  as  adjusted  by  factor 

24.97 

- 

Deaths 

9 

11 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population 

10.23 

12.64 

Death  rate  as  adjusted  by  factor 

8.49 

- 

Infant  Deaths 

Nil 

Nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Nil 

Nil 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Nil 

Nil 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Nil 

Nil 

Male  infant  mortality  rate 

Nil 

Nil 

Female  infant  mortality  r te 

Nil 

Nil 

Perinatal  Mortality 

Nil 

Nil 

(Stillbirth  and  first  week  deaths) 

- 

- 

(Total  live  and  stillbirths) 

- 

- 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births 

Nil 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality 

Nil 

Nil 

(Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion) 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births 

Nil 

Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality 

Nil 

Nil 

Death  of  infants  under  4weeks  of  age 

Nil 

Nil 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Nil 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  rate  per  1,000  population 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  - all  forms , including  leukaemia 

Nil 

3 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  from  cancer,  all  forms 

including  leukaemia 

Nil 

3.8 

Deaths  from  Coronary  Heart  Diseases 

Nil 

4 

Deaths  from  Vascular  Disease  of  the  Nervous  System 

4 

2 

Sex  and  Legitimacy 
Live 


Legitimate 


Males 

Females 

Total 

8 

8 

16 

Illegitimate 


4 4 


Total  live  births 


8 12  20 


There  were  no  stillbirths 
1959  Deaths 


Males 

4 


Females 

3 


Total 

7 


Contd*  *o 


*3 


DEATHS 

AC  CODDING  TO 

AGE,  SEX 

AND  CAUSI 

■o  .10 

60-70 

70-80 

90-100 

TOTAL 

Cause 

Sex 

Years 

Years 

Years 

Years 

M 

P 

Vascular  Lesions 

of 

M 

2 

2 

, 

Nervous  Systts.i'  . 

P 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

Heart  Dises.se, 

other  than  Coronary  M - - 1 - 1 

Heart  Disease.  *•»  *-4  pj  »•  UO 


Pneumonia 


M 

P 


1 


Motor  Vehicle  Ml---  1 

Accidents  P - - - - 


TOTALS 


M 1 

P 


1 


3 

1 


4 


GDAND  TOTAL* 


ll. 


1 


4 3 


. 
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There  were  in  addition,  two  further  deaths  frem:- 

(1)  Cerebro-ve.scula.r  Disease 

(2)  Other  Defined,  or  Ill-Defined  Diseases,  reported  in  the  returns 
of  the  Registrar  General , Details  as  to  sex  and  age  have  not 
been  obtainable.  Since  no  record  is  to  be  found  in  the  returns 
of  the  Local  Registrar,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  these  were 
transferable  deaths  from  other  districts* 

Comments  on  Vital  Statistics,  1939 • 

Births  and  Infant  Mortality 

Although  there  is  an  apparent  decline  in  the  population,  the  birth  rate  is 
rising.  In  1959.  live  births  were  four  more  than  in  1958  and  stood  fit  the  figure 
of  20 « As  the  number  of  deaths  was  9 (according  to  returns  of  Registrar  General), 
the  natural  increase  of  the  population  was  11.  The  Crude  and  adjusted  Birth  Rates 
are  both  higher  than  in  1958. 

Again,  there  were  no  Infant  Deaths;  no  stillbirths  and  no  Maternal  Deaths* 
DEATHS 


There  were  9 deaths  (according  to  returns  of  the  Registrar  General)  in  1959 
as  against  11  in  1958c 

The  greater  number  of  deaths  ocoured  in  the  70-80  years  age  group,  end  they 
were  all  the  result  of  Vascular  Tensions  of  the  Nervous  System* 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Coronary  Heart  Disease  or  Cancer,  and  there  were 
no  deaths  between  7 years  of  age  ana  66  years  of  age* 

The  one  death  of  a male,  aged  7 years,  was  the  result  of  a motor  vehicle 
accident* 

TABLE  C?  DEATHS  ATTACHED  ■ . 

GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  CEoTICN  3, 

The  County  Medical  Officer  cf  Health  is  responsible  for  the  personal  health 
services  of  the  district* 


SECTION 


r 


SANITARY  0 IRCUMS  TANGES  CE  THE  AREA 

(1)  Water 

During’  the  dry  season  some  concern  was  felt  that  the  supply  might  prove  in- 
sufficient but  it  held  out  very  well  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  impose,  any 
restrictions*  Three  houses  were  connected  to  the  mains  during  the  year* 

(2)  (a)  Drainage  and  Sewerage  Only  Tanymur  Housing  Estate  has  a satisfactory 

sewerage  system.  The  remainder  of  the  tovm  discharges  sewage  untreated 
into  open  ditches  as  has  been  for  50  ycai-s  or  more.  The  Council’s 
Consulting  Engineers  were  pressed  to  prepare  plans  for  a sewage  treatment 
plant  and  during  the  year  consideration  was  given  to  alternative  routes 
for  sewers. 

(b)  Rivers  and  Streams  Other  than  in  the  town  every  offort  is  made  to  avoid 
pollution  and  in  every  case  of  modernisation  of  property  a suitable  sepv.io 
tank  is  provided* 

(3)  Closet  Accomodation.  The  collection  of  night  soil  continues.  No  action  was  tale.'- 
by  the  Council  to  enforce  substitutionby  water  closets  because  of  ditoh  pollution 
but  during  the  year  three  properties  were  converted  by  owners. 

(4)  Public  Cleansing.  Refuse  is  collected  fortnightly  by  contract  and  tipped  on  land 
owned  by  the  Council  approximately  one  mile  from  the  town.  The  praotice  of  collec 
ing  refuse  by  an  open  lorry  is  bad  but  the  size  of  the  contract  does  not  justify 
any  contractor  jjurchas ing  a proper  vehicle. 


Contd. • * • 


Contd* « « 
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(5)  Sanitary  In  spection  of  the  Area*  The  district  has  "been  inspected  regularly  and 
on  complaint*  It  has  not  "been  necessary  to  take  any  formal  action  to  remedy 
nuisances • 

(6)  Shops  and  Offices*  All  have  been  inspected  and  no  action  was  necessary* 

(7)  Camping.  No  sites  were  in  use  for  camping  but  the  Council  adopted  B^relaws 

as  to  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  parts  of  the  district 
being  used  for  this  purpose. 

(8)  Smoke  Abatement*  No  nuisances  from  smoke  accurred  during  the  year* 

(9)  Swimming  Baths  and  .Pools 0 There  are  none  in  the  District.* 

(10)  Vermin*  There  were  no  cases  of'  insect  infestation  during  the  year.  A Rodent 
Officer  is  shared  with  For den  R.D.C*,  Welshpool  Borough,  and  Llanfyllyn  R.D.C* 
During  the  year  he  gave  regular  treatment  at  the  refuse  tip  and  treated  the 
Council's  Sewers*  In  addition  he  made  inspections  of  36  premises  and  treated 
22  of  them* 


SECTION  D HOUSING- 

1*  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLINGS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(l)  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  under  the 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  6 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  10 

■ (2)  ( a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (l)  above 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1923  and.  1932*  NIL 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  NIL 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangercuse  or 

injuious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  NIL 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  cf  those  under  sub-head  (3)) 

found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  4 


rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  » 4 


NIL- 


NIL 


NIL- 

NIL 


NIL 


3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  P GW?gS  ~ 

( a ) PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTION  9,  10  & 16  of  the  HOUSING-  ACT,  1936 . 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs 

(b)  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  THE  PJBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(c)  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTION  11  & 13  of  the  HOUSING  ACT*  1936 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in -pursuance  of  Demolition 
Orders 

(d)  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTION  12  of  the  HOUSING  ACT,  1936 


(l)  Number  cf  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made 


C ontd 
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(2)  Number  of  seperate  tenements  or  und  rground  rooms  in  .respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined*  the  tenement  or  underground 
room  having  made  fit*  NIL 

4.  HOUSING-  ACT  1936  PART  IY ^^OVERCROWDING  - 

(a.)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  NIL 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  NIL 

(c)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  NIL 

(d)  Cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have  again  become  overcrow led . 

after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  abatement  NIL 

KFW  HOUSES . 2 new  houses  were  built  during  the  year  by  private  enterprise, 

HOUSING  ACT  1949  IMPRO VFAENTS__G^TS  - 

(&.)  Number  of  dwellings  brought  up  to  standard  during  the  yean  4 

(b)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  schemes  were  approved 

during  the  yean  4 

SECTION  E_-  INSPECTION  AMP  SUPERVISION  ON  FOOD 

MILK  - There  are  r.o  dairies  within  the  district  which  is  served  by  outside  retailers. 

Apart  from  Producer  Retailers  whose  premises  are  inspected  by  other  Authorities 
the  bulk  of  milk  consumed  in -the  dist.Ti.ot  is  designated  milk  and  the  service 
appears  very  satisfactory n 

MEAT  ^J^^OT^SBR JFOjSIG  - There  is  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  district  that  falls  short 
of  modern  standards.  Discussion  took  place  curing  the  year  with  a view  to 
improving  the  standard  of  the  building;  in  view  of  the  new  Slaughterhouse  Act. 
All  shops  and  vans  where  food  is  sold  are  kept  in  a clean  state 0 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  DURING  TIE  Y.;i-R . 


rv 

it  tie 
eluding 

COWS  Co.' 3 

Calves 

Sheep 
Lamb  s 

& 

Horses 

1, 

Number  killed 

201 

NIL 

NIL 

1353 

25s 

NIL 

2o 

Number  inspected 

201 

NIL 

NIL 

1383 

238 

NIL 

3» 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and  cystioerosis 

(a)  Whole  carcases  condemned 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(b)  Carcases  cf  which  seme  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

51 

NIL 

NIL 

151 

2 

NIL 

(c)  Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  oystioercosis 

S3  >37 

NIL 

NIL 

10.01 

0:77 

NIL  3. 

4* 

Tuberculosis  only 

(a)  Whole  carcases  condemned 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

TP  2 ■ 

(c)  Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

5o 

Cystioerosis 

(a.)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Contd o q r « 
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-6- 


0) 

Carcases  submitted  to  „ . t 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

0.  .w 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(0) 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

k The  high  incidence  of  condemnation  is  due  almost  entirely  to  liver  fluke • 

No  meat  marking  scheme  under  Part  111  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations 
1924  is  in  force  in  the  districto 


SECTION^ 

PREVALENCE  /UP  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

There  was  a total  of  5 notifications  in  1959 » 
They  were  distributed  as  follows 


Disease  

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

3 

Measles 

**’ 

1 

1 

Totals 

3 

1 

5 

The  only  notification  of  Tuberculosis  was  of  Pulmonary  origin  and  occurred  in 
a male  aged  35  years* 

There  was  a decline  in  the  Death  Rate  of  Tuberculosis  ii  the  Country  as  a whole 
of  2 per  100,000  population  for  males,  and  1 per  .100,000  population  for  females. 

MASS  R/J)I00RAPHY 

The  Mass  Radiography  unit,  based  in  Welshpool,  continued  its  service  in  the 
North  of  the  Country  during  1959 • The  results  are  appended  below.  The  figures 
include,  but  do  not  relate  specifically,  to  cases  drawn  f rom  the  Borough. 


AMIfgXS  SHOWING  TYPE  OP  EXAMINEE 


General  population  volunteers 

General  Practitioner  referrals 

Civil  Servants  and  Local  Goverment  Offices 

School  Children 

School  Staff 

Students 

Hospital  Staff 


and  other  Districts 


263 

43 

56 

18 

22 

1 

7 


TOTAL  410 


were 


Of  the  410  cases  examined,  15  were  found  to  have  abnormalities  and  10  of  these 
investigated  further.  The  results  are  tabulated  overleaf* 


C ontd • • • * 


* I » 1 
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DETAILS  OF  /^NORMALITIES  FOUND 


Number  of  Cases 


Confirmed  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (New  cases)  2 
Healed  Primary  Tuberculosis  2 
Healed  Post  Primary  Tuberculosis  2 
Bony  Abnormalities  2 
Bacterial,  Virus  and  other  Lung  Infections  2 
Preural  thickening  of  Calcification  1 
Abnormaities  of  Diaphragm  1 

Total  Abnormal  12 


Negative  after  investigation  at  Clinic 


3 


This  is  an  important  service.  The  exposure  of  unsuspected  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  ensure  the  institution  of  early  treatment  and  prevents  the  spread  of 
infection  in  the  community. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  service  will  be  extended  ultimately  to  those  out- 
lying areas  where  travelling  facilities  to  Welshpool  are  difficult® 

B.CoG.  VACCINATION 

The  Vaccination  programme  against  tuberculosis  continues,  149  pupils  at 
Welipool  High,  and  Secondary  Schools  were  tested;  117  were  found  to  require 
Vaccination,  and  all  but  two  accepted. 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 

Children  over  6 months  of  age,  and  young  persons  up  to  26  years  of  age  were 
offered  Vaccination  during  1959*  In  addition,  third  injections  were  offered. 

The  respnse  from  young  persons  over  15  years  of  age,  who  were  not  attending  school, 

was  poor. 


